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January 31. 1725. 


The Biſhop of Norwich 


FAS T-SERMON, 


Die Martis 1*, Februarij, 1925. 
\Rdered by the Lords Spiritual and 


Tenge in Parliament aſſem- 
bled, That the Thanks of this Houſe be, 
and are hereby given to the Lord Biſhop 
of NoRkwic k, for the Sermon by him 
preach'd before this Houſe Yeſterday, in 

the Abby. Church, Weſtminſter ; and He is 
hereby deſired to cauſe the lame to be 
Printed and Publiſhed. 


W. Cower x, 
Cler” Parliamentor'. 
| 
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A i/ 
Preach'd before the 0 
Lokps Spiritual and Temporal 
In PARLIAMENT Aſſembled, ; 


41 aA 


| Collegiat-Church of st. PET EAR, 
WESTMINSTER, | 


On Monday, January the 31ſt 125. 


Being the Anniverſary Faſt for the Marryrdom 
of King CHARLES the Firſt, 


nn _ 


By the Right Reverend Father in Go p- 
oN Lord Biſhop of NOR WIC R. 


10 U 0 O YO 


Printed for R. KNAPLOCK, at the Biſhop's 
Head in St. Paul's Church-Vard. M pcc xxvr. 
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St, JAMES IV. i. 


From whence come wars and fightings among 
von? Come they not hence, even of your 
lufts, which war in jour members? 


HE Occaſion of this Day's 
Ss Humliation is a Matter ſo 
well known to all the Peo- - 

ple of this Kingdom, that” 
5 it would be a very impro- 

„ per miſſpending the Time 

in this Place, to give an 

LR hiſtorical Account of it. 
For if a melancholy Rela-- 
tion of that barbarous Murder, as on this Da 
committed upon the Sacred Perſon of. the 
King:; or a tragical declaiming againſt theVi1l-- 
lany and Cruelty of theſe who committed it, 
and who have long fince received the juſt Re- 


| 


ward of their Deeds; or if the angry Expreſ- 
againſt ano- 
themſelves, - 


ſions of a bitter Zeal of one Pa 
ther, each endeavouring to juſt 
and condemn others for all 
tended it, were the only 

Exerciſe of our publick Hu 


e Evils that at- 
roper or natural 


Paſſions we ſhould be tempted to uſe. any Names 
A 3 or. 


1 


ulation; it were - 
much better to ſpend the Time in a private 
and ſilent Retirement: leſt by enflaming our 
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12. Car. II. 
Cap. II. 


12. Car. II. 
cap. 30. 


or Words of Reproach, or Terms 0 Diſtin@ion, 
whereby the Memory of thoſe Differences might 
be revived, which were by Law intended to be 


put into utter Oblivion. 


But there is no Neceſſity to make this Uſe of 
this publick and ſolemn Faſt; for there are 
Two very diſtin& Views in which the Fact we 
this Day lament may be conſidered, neither 
of which can juſtly encourage us to faſt for 
Strife and Debate, but the quite contrary: 
One, as an Act of conſummate Wickedneſs 
committed by a Party of wretched Men har- 


den'd in their Impiety; the other, as an heavy 


Judgment inflicted upon the Nation for the 


manifold Sins and Wickedneſs of all Orders 
and Degrees of Men in it. 2 

In the firſt of theſe Views, the Law which 
en joins this Anniverſary Day of Faſting and 
Humiliation, had Reaſon to declare it to 
have been the Rage of a few Miſcreants, which 


flood imputed by our Adverſaries to the whole 


Nation; and deſcribes them to have been 


ſuch, as found it neceſſary, in order to carry on 


their pernicious and traiterous Deſigns, to throw 


down all the Bulwarks and Fences of Law, and 


to ſubvert the very Being and Conſtitution of 
Parliament; which they did by ſeducing ſome 
Part of the then Army into a Compliance, till 
they had fully trengtbened themſelves in Power 
and Fadlion; fo as to ſeize the Perſon of the 
King during a Treaty of Peace; to ſeize upon 
the Houſe of Commons, when they had voted 

| the 
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the King's Conceſſions a Ground for Peace; ſe- 
ducing and impriſoning ſome Members, and 
turning out others, till a ſmall Remnant, and 
thoſe their own Creatures, not a tenth Part of 
the whole, prepared an Ordinance for erect- 
ing a new and monſtrous Tribunal, which was 
totally rejected by the Peers: yet by this 
Handful of Men, poſſeſs'd of the Sword, un- 
der the falſly aſſumed Name of the Commons 
of England, paſs'd as 4 Law, by 2 Power of 
their own making; the diſmal Efed of which, 
all the free People of England did then abo- 
minate ; and when the Yoke, which then lay 
upon them, was removed, did in the moſt 
publick and effectual Manner expreſs their 
utter Deteſtation of it. *. 

As an Act of Guilt therefore in this View, 
we ought not raſhly to charge it upon thoſe, 
who at the Time abhorred it, much leſs upon 
their innocent Poſterity; nor any others of 
the preſent Generation, unleſs any are ſo 
wicked as to make themſelves Parties to it 
by juſtifying the Fact: Which I hope very 
few, if any, are ſo deſperately abandoned to 
all Senſe of Shame as to attempt, after the 
Senſe of the whale Nation has been fo long. 
and ſo ſolemnly Yeclared againſt it. : | 

But then © we conſider it in the other | 
View, as a Judgment of God inflicted upon 
the whole Nation for the manifold Sins and 
Wickedneſs of all Orders and Degrees of Men 
in 1t, and intended by the Diſcipline of Pro- 
vidence, as a Means to make all Partics wr 

an 
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and better for the future : The ſame Law 
hath likewife told us the End and Deſign of 
our Faſting and Humiliation, which is to 
 #mplore the Mercy of God, that neither the 

Guilt of that Sacred and Innocent Blood, nor 
rhoſe other Sins by which God was provoked to 
deliver up both us and our King into the Hands 
of cruel and unreaſonable Men, may at any 
time hereafter be viſited upon us, or our Poſte- 
rity, This Mercy of God we have now been 
imploring, with an humble and (I hope) ſin- 
cere Confeſſion, in behalf of all the People of 
this Land, that they were the cryin 2 of 
this Nation, which brought down this heavy 
Judgment upon us. And the way to make this 

our Confeſſion and Humiliation effectual, to 
the preventing of any ſuch diſmal Calamity 
from befalling us for the future, is for eve- 
ry Man conſcientiouſly to examine his own 
Conduct, and to correct and ſubdue all ſuch 
vitious Inclinations and Paſſions in himſelf, 
as may any way tend to publick Diſorder, 
either by their own natural Conſequences, or 
by engaging him in any ſinful Courſe, which 
becoming 3 through the Encourage- 
ment and Example which wicked Men give 
one another, may juſtly draw down the Judg- 

ments of God upon the Publick. | 
Upon which Account, I have choſen theſe 
words of St: Fames for the Subje& of our 
preſent Meditation : Which have a reference 
to what went before, in the latter part on 
| tne 
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the preceding Chapter, concerning two oppo- 
ſite Kinds of Wiſdom, and the Fruits or 
Effects of each, in the good or ill govern- 
ing both of our Words and Actions, from 
whence good or ill Conſequences to Society 
do naturally flow. He that is a wiſe man, 
and endued with knowledge, muſt, out of a 
good converſation , ſhew his works with meek- 
neſs of wiſdom, or a diſcreet Gentleneſs. But 
if ye have bitter Zeal, or envying and ſtrife 
in your hearts, glory not, and lye not againi# 
the truth. Such wiſdom cometh not from a- 
love, but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh : This is 
{uch a falſe Wiſdom, as is not fit to be boaſt- 
ed of. For where envying and ſtrife is, there 
is confuſion, and every evil work, But the true 
wiſdom which is from above, is firft pure, and 
free from every corrupt Paſſion or Deſign; 
then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreat- 
ed, or reconciled, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocriſy. This 
is a Deſcription of thoſe good Diſpoſitions in 
the Mind of truly wife and virtuous Men, 
which are the Foundation of Peace and good 
Order 1n that e, where they prevail: For 
the fruit of rigbteoufueſs is ſown in peace, 0 

hed that 2 peace. * then wo Te 
gives us an account from whence the contra- 
ry Evils, which are ſome of the greateſt Mi- 
ſeries of Human Society, proceed. From whence 
come wars and fightings among you? Come they 
not hence, even of your luis which war in your © 
members £ 5 
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The Words being expreſs'd by way of In- 
terrogation, are a kind of Appeal to every con- 
ſiderate Man's own Reflection and Experience, 
concerning the Truth of the Aſſertion imply'd 
in them; and they want no Explication, to 
unfold the Meaning of them. Neither is it 
at preſent of any great moment to enquire, 
whether the Apoſtle had any particular Caſe 
of War and Confuſion among thoſe to whom 
he writes, then in view: For the Nature of 
the Caſe is not peculiar to that, or any other 
Time of inteſtine Wars or Fightings; which 
always proceed originally from the ſame in- 
ward Cauſes, though the outward Occaſions 
or Pretences of quarrelling may be very dif- 
ferent. I mention inteſtine Wars, becauſe both 
the Subject which introduces the Text, and 
the Manner in which the Text it ſelf is ex- 
preſs'd, ſeem chiefly to relate to ſuch Feuds 
and Diſturbances, as ariſe among thoſe of the 
ſame Community. From whence I ſhall take 


occaſion to make the following Obſervati- 


Ons. 


I, That the Apoſtle here expreſſes the great- 
eſt Evils, which Men ſuffer from one ano- 


ther in Society, by wars and fightings 


among themſelves, 


II. That how great ſoever theſe Evils be, 
they naturally proceed from the ungo- 
verned Luſts and Paſſions of Men. And 
therefore, 


III. That 
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III. That the true Foundation of all publick 
Happineſs and Tranquillity, 1s moſt ſure- 
ly laid 1n every Man's curbing his own 
unruly Luſts and Paſſions. 


I. That the Apoſtle here expreſſes the great- 
eſt Evils, which Men ſuffer from one another, 
in Society, by Wars and Fightings among 
themſelves; that 1s, by civil Diſcord 90 
Diſſenſion wrought up to its higheſt Pitch, and 
ſo breaking out into Acts of determined Rage 
and Cruelty, And as it is uſual, both m 
Holy Scripture and other Writings, to expreſs 
the greateſt Bleſſings and Comforts of Civil 
Society by the Name of Peace; ſo no doubt 
the greateſt Evils and Miſchiefs which Men 
bring upon each other, either in their natural 
or political Capacity, may be very fitly ex- 
preſs'd by the oppoſite Term. I do not here 
intend to enter into a Repreſentation of all 
the Miſeries and Calamities which attend a 
Civil War, with reſpe& either to Mens Perſons 
or Poſſeſſions; what Havock it makes both of 


* 


the Lives and Eſtates of innocent, and other- 


wiſe peaceable Perſons, where it rages; what 
Ruin it brings upon Families, and what Marks 
of Deſolation it often leaves upon the very 
Face of a Country. Theſe are indeed diſmal 
Effe&s, and ſuch our own Country felt in that 
me of Confuſion, which brought on this 
fatal Day; and which ought to make us cau- 
tions cf ever engaging in any ſich Meaſures 
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for the future, as may put 1t again in danger 
of being made the Scene of War and Blood- 
ſhed. But theſe are not the only Evils of ſuch 
a State of Diſſenſion. For conſider the Con- 
ſequences of 1t, either to the Religious, Mo- 
FA or Political Condition of any Nation or 
Community, how deſtructive they muſt needs 
be. It not only g1ves an Interruption to the 
outward Exerciſe of Religious Worſhip, and 
the Service of God in Quiet; but the ve 
inward and vital Principles of all true Rehg- 
on are corrupted by it, and Charity, which out 
of a pure Heart and a good Conſcience is the 
very End of the Commandment, is in a great 
meaſure deſtroyed, where the Unity of the 
Spirit is no longer kept in the Bond of Peace: 
But that which was deſigned to cement Chri- 
ſtians in mutual Love and Affection, is drawn 
in to be the very Bone of Contention; while 
the ſeveral Pretenders to different Modes of 
Religion endeavour by Force, and not by Rea- 
ſon and Argument, to ſubdue each other into 
their own Sentiments. 
Nor is the Influence upon the Practice of all 
Virtue and Morality leſs pernicious ;, for when 
Strength becomes the Law of Juſtice, and 
Right and Wrong are determined, not by the 
Rules of Reaſon and Equity, but by the Edge 
of the Sword: Every ſocial Virtue is then 
made to give way to the preſent Neceſſity. 


Faith and Truth are no longer obſerved, than 


they advance the Cauſe of the Party. eſpouſed. 
And where Mgp are engaged in a State of 


niutual 
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mutual Defiance, Deceit and Treachery are 
no longer eſteemed Blemiſhes in a Man's Cha- 
racter; by which means all mutual Confidence, 
ariſing from the Exchange of former good Of- 
fices to one another, is deſtroyed, the very 
Ties of Nature and Friendſhip broken, and 
the Obligations of Humanity it ſelf cancel- 
led. Such a State of Confuſion muſt neceſſa- 
rily be attended with a Diſſolution of all good 
Order and Diſcipline in Families and private 
Societies; from whence will naturally ſpring 
an univerſal Corruption of Manners in all 
Ranks and Relations of Men. 

And when things are come to this Criſis, 


there generally follows one of the greateſt 
Evils that can befall the Political State of any 
Community, the Loſs of Liberty and legal 
Government, and a being forced to ſubmit to 


the arbitrary Will of the Conqueror. It was the 
Proſpe& of this, which made a wiſe Roman 


Stateſman ſo much dread the breaking out of 
that Civil War, which he ſaw approaching: 


Pace * * ſays he to his intimate Friend, 


ex victoria cum multa mala tum certe tyrannus 


exiſtet. He knew the Temper of the leading 


Men on both Sides too well, and was too well 
acquainted with human Nature, to think that 
it could be otherwiſe, when the Matter was 


put upon that Iſſue, which Party ſoever pre-, 


ll. 
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vailed: Which made him rather deſire Peace 
upon any tolerable Terms, than to. have the 


Caſe decided by the Sword, of which he had 


formerly ſeen ſuch fatal Conſequences. When 
the juſt and ancient Conſtitution of any State 
is once torn in pieces, and the Laws which 
cemented it are diſſolved, the boldeſt Adven- 
turer for Power, and he that has the feweſt 
Reſtraints, either of Honour or Conſcience, 
will be moft likely to give Law to the reſt; 
and it will be very difficult to aſſert any Claim 
of Right and Property againſt him, that has 
Power enough to ſeize the ſovereign Diſpolal 
of every thing. This was the unhappy Cafe 
of this Kingdom upon the Diffolution of our 
ancient Government. When the legal Head 
of the Community was cut off, he that for 
ſome time covertly, and then openly uſurp'd 
the Power of a Dictator, thought himſelf un- 
der no Reſtraint from uſing all the other con- 
ſtituent Parts of it as he pleaſed: So perni- 
cious are the Conſequences of civil Confuſion 
both to Religion, Morality, and .good Policy, 
Foreign Wars ſometimes unite a State, and 
by that Means preſerve it from Ruin; but 
inteſtine Feuds naturally end in its Deſtru- 
ction. Truth it ſelf has told us, that a King- 
dom divided againſt it ſelf is brought to deſola- 
tion. ; 
I should not have ſaid fo much upon a 
Point, of which the World has had ſo many 
Proofs from Experience; if it were not that 

Men 


before the Houſe of LORD 


8. 


Men are ſo apt to neglect the Conſideration of 


future Conſequences, when their Paſſions are 
once engaged, that- they can hardly ever be 
too, RW cautioned againſt them before- 
han | 


II. The next Obſervation, and that which. 
the Text more immediately points at, is this; 
That how great and pernicious to Society ſo- 
ever theſe Evils of War and Fighting are ; 
they naturally proceed from the ungoverne 
Luſts and Paſſions of Men. When Men's un- 
ruly Appetites, either after Riches, or Ho- 
nour, or Pleaſure, the three great Incentives 
of Men's irregular Deſires, are ſo far indulg'd 
as to ſettle into Habits of Covetouſneſs, Pride, 
or Luxury; they naturally produce ſuch vici- 
ous Fruits, as are of themſelves deſtructive 
to the Peace and Happineſs of every Society 
where they prevail : And therefore, when 
St. Paul ſpeaks of perilous times, which ſhould 
come in the laſt days, he does not deſcribe 
thoſe Perils by any approaching Calamitics of 
Famine, or Peſtilence, or Inundations ; but by 
the prevailing Vices of thoſe Times. For 
men (ſays he) ſhall be lovers of their own 
ſelves ;, covetous, boaſters, proud, blaſphemers, 
or railers ; diſobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy; without natural aſfection; truce-break- 
ers, falſe accuſers, incontinent, fierce, or cruel ; 
de ſpi ſers of thoſe that are good, traitors, heady, 
high-minded, lovers of pleaſures more than lo- 

vers 
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vers of God : And yet, with all theſe wicked 
Diſpoſitions, having a form of godlineſs, but 
denying. the power thereof. Theſe are the 
Fruits and Effects of Men's Iuſts, which war 
in their members; and how inconſiſtent theſe 
are with the Peace and Happineſs of Society, 
and, on the contrary, how dangerous Sym- 
ptoms they are of Ruin and Confuſion, may 
be very eaſily diſcern'd, by obſerving the plain 
natural Tendency of them. 3 
For to inſtance in Self. love, which is put by 
the Apoſtle in the Front of all theſe vicious 
Diſpoſitions, and which is in a great meaſure 
the very Root and Foundation of all the reſt, 
as it exerts it ſelf in thoſe ſeveral Shapes; 
What Good can be hoped for, or what Evil 
may not be apprehended, where Men are ge- 
nerally acted by ſo baſe and unſociable a Prin- 
ciple? For how is it poſſible there ſhould be 
any true Purſuit of publick Good, where 
Mens Hearts are ſet only upon their own vile 
and unworthy Self- intereſt? Can any juſt and 
equal Liberty ever thrive, where Men have 
no other View, but to ſet themſelves up by 
pulling others down? All Right 1s perverted, 
and all Order confounded, to compaſs ſo per- 
nicious an End. He that makes himſelf alone 
the Centre to which all his Actions and all 
his Endeavours tend, can never be either a 
good Patriot, or a faithful Subject. Neither 
the juſt Prerogative of the Prince, nor the 
juſt Liberty and Property of the People, can 
be 
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be ſafe in ſuch Hands. For he will make the 
ſame Arguments ſerve for or againſt either 
by turns, as they happen to ſuit his preſent 
Purpoſes. As it is obſerved by a Noble * Hi- 
ſtorian; that the ſame Principles, and the ſame 
| 2 of thoſe Principles, were uſed to 

the wreſting 7 all Sovereign Power from the 
Crown ;, which the Crown had a little before 
made uſe of” for the extending its Authority be- 
| yond its Bounds, to the Prejudice f the juſt 


Rights of the Subject. And he obſerves 


, likewiſe, that many f thoſe who were the 
| pines Makers of 1 the 75 Pit, were likewiſe 
1 the chief” Diggers of the ſecond Ditch, When 
| ſuch a Man's Paſſion draws him towards the 
Love of Money, 1t will put him upon Ra- 
pine and Oppreſſion, and an utter Diſregard 
i to all Rules of Juſtice and Equity. The Right 

or Wrong of any Cauſe he happens to be en- 
ö gaged in, is not the thing that enters into ſuch 
a Man's Conſideration, but how far it will ad- 
vance his own Fortune; nor will he aſſiſt the 
' beſt Cauſe in the World longer than he can 
gain by it. If the ſame Self-love break out 
into Ambition, and an Appetite” for Power, 
| it will make him inſolent and imperious if 
' he ſucceed, turbulent and ſeditious if he be 
diſappointed. Every Degree of Pride and 
I Arrogance, from which Self- love can never 
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"IN be ſeparated, has in it ſomething deſtructive 
to the Peace of Society; inſomuch that the 
Wiſe Min ſeems to lay the Breach of it ſolely 
to this Cauſe, Only by Pride cometh Contention, 
As Men of this Spirit overvalue themſelves, 
and deſpiſe all others; ſo no Man's Intereſt 
ſeems of any Concern to them but their 
own. Hence they treat others with Con- 
tempt and Cruelty, and whoever oppoſes 
them is ſure to be made the Object of their 
Hatred and Revenge. Hence they grow im- 
placable and unmerciful, not only to parti- 
*ular Perſons, who may ſeem to ſtand in 
their way, but even to all that have any 
Relation to ſuch, to their whole Party, Or- 
der or Profeſſion; as Haman ſcorned to lay 
hands on Mordecai alone, but determined to 
deſtroy the whole Fewiſh People with him. 
Such ſavage Paſſions are never ſatisfied, but 
by the Ruin of all that oppoſe them. 

And though inordinate Self-love, and all 
theſe unruly Paſhons which accompany it, 
are directly contrary to the true Nature of 
the Chriſhan Religion, and to all the Ma- 
xims of the Goſpel; yet they often find Op- 
portunity to diſguiſe themſelves under a 
Mask of Religion, which ſerves to kindle a 
Furious and intemperate Zeal in weak and 
ſuperſtitious People, and thereby to draw 
in more Partiſans to aſſiſt them, under pre- 
tence of advancing the Cauſe of God. This 
is the Caſe of the Zealots of all Parties. And 


from 
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from ſuch bitter and contentious Zeal pro- 
ceeds Confuſion, and every evil Work. | 


Theſe angry Paſſions, which I have touched 


upon, appear moſt immediately to affect the 
Peace of every Society where they riſe to an 

height; but there are others, which = es 
they ſeem more remote, yet in their Conſe- 
quences do as certainly tend to deftroy the 
publick Weal of every People where they 
prevail; I mean, thoſe. brutiſh Luſts and 
Paſſions, which are chiefly excited by ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures, which break out in Riot and 


Exceſs, Uncleanneſs and Intemperance, Lux- 


ury and Prodigality. St. James mentions it 
as one great Ground of Mens quarreling 
and killing one another, and deſiring to 
have the things of this World, which they 
could not obtain from God by Prayer, be- 
cauſe they ask'd amiſs, that they might con- 
ſume them upon their luſts So that the for- 
mer Paſſions are called in to aſſiſt theſe in 
attaining their End. They that pleaſe may 
call theſe private Vices, but it will not be 
ealy to induce any ſober and conſiderate 
Man to eſteem them publick Benefits. They 
are indeed oftentimes the unhappy Product 
of Riches, Peace and Proſperity in a Na- 
tion; that 1s, they ariſe from the Abuſe of 
eaſy and plentiful Circumſtances ; but they 
never are the Parents of Riches, Peace or 


Plenty to any Nation. *Tis Diligence, In- 


duſtry, Frugality, Temperance, and the like 
Virtues, that — the Wealth and 2 
2 0 
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of it. Plain Reaſon will ſhew vs, that all 
Perſons abandoned to Luxury and Excels, 
to Idleneſs and Intemperance, are at the beſt 
-but ſo many Members rendred uſeleſs, and 
þ. incapable of doing any true Service to the 
1 Commonwealth, either in Counſel or Action. 
1 But this is not the worſt; for if by theſe 
expenſive Vices they ruin their own Eſtates, 
as it often happens, then are they eaſily 
tempted into any unjuſt Meaſures of ſupport- 
ing their Extravagance out of the Eſtates of 
other Men, and even of embroiling the Pub- 
lick, that in a Time of Confuſion they may 
have ſome Opportunity to repair their bro- 
ken Fortunes by preying upon their Neigh- 
bours. Other Mens Rights and Liberties 
will be but very ill preſerved by ſuch as uſe 
their own only to Licentiouſneſs. And the 
Experience of all Ages and Countries 
confirms this Reaſon of Things, ſince the 
Ruin of every State has conſtantly followed 
upon the general Prevalency of theſe Vices. 
And it is a juſt Judgment of God, upon a 
general Corruption of Manners in any Na- 
tion, not to hinder it from reaping the 
Fruits of its own Wickedneſs. 


From what has been hitherto ſaid, it will 
be very natural to obſerve, 


II. That the true Foundation of all publick 
| Happineſs and Tranquillity is moſt ſurely 
& laid in every Man's curbing his own unruly 
| Luſts 


Luſts and Paſſions.” Men are generally ve- 
ry deſirous to reſtrain the Paſſions of other 
Men, and ſometimes by letting looſe upon 
them more violent Paſſions of their own. 
But this is not the way to procure any equi- 
table Peace between them, but only ſuch 
Peace as a Britiſh Prince is ſaid once to 


have taxed the Romans for making in this 


Iſland, by deſtroying all that oppoſed them. 
But the beſt and moſt effectual Way of pre- 
ſerving the Peace of any Community, is for 
every Member of it to begin with hunſelf, 
in * all his own exorbitant Deſires : 
This will not only make him judge more 
impartially what is fit to be corre&ed in o- 
ther Mens Conduct, but will alſo make his 


Judgment have the more Weight upon o- 


thers in perſuading them to Reaſon. Some 
Men may perhaps think this a very flow 
and tedious way of preſerving the Peace, and 
curing the Evils of a divided Nation; they 
would rather have ſome more quick and 
powerful Remedy preſcribed; but I dare 
venture to ſay, that 1f all fuch Men would 
but in earneſt ſet themſelves to try this Me- 
thod, they would ſoon ſee the happy Effect 
of it; and would find the Paſſions of other 
Men abate, in ſome proportion at leaſt, as 
themſelves improve in correcting their own. 
Some critical Caſes may perhaps require ſome 
other more ſpeedy Application, which it is 
not my Province to direct; but unleſs ys 

alſo 
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alſo be conſtantly uſed, though the Symptoms 
may be a little abated, the Cure will never 
be perfect. 65 eu 
I am not here called to propoſe any Po- 
litical Schemes of Advice to any Party or 
Order of Men, with relation to the Ma- 
nagement of Publick Affairs: For I am ſen- 
ſible, it was not one of the leaſt Evils of 
thoſe unhappy Times of Diſtraction, which 
this Day brings to our Memory, that the 
Pulpit was-made the Means of exaſperating, 
rather than curing the Diſtempers which then 
raged : But I may be allow'd to preſs up- 
on all Ranks of Men, as a Chriſtan Duty 
which they all owe to the Publick, as well 
as to their own Happineſs, To beware of 
indulging any of thoſe ſinful Paſſions, which 
have ſo fatal an Influence upon both. And 
therefore give me leave, earneſtly to exhort 
all that hear me, to make this Uſe of this Day's 
Humiliation, not to provoke one another's 
Paſſions, by reproaching each other for thoſe 
Evils which befel our Forefathers ; . be 
perpetually fighting thoſe Battels over again, 
which had then ſo terrible Effects upon our 
Conſtitution both in Church and State ; but 
to take warning by thoſe Days of Calamity, 
not to bite and devour one another, left we 
be conſumed one of another, as they were; 
and to fix in our Minds a ſerious Reſolu- 
tion, never to ſuffer our ſelves to be blind- 


ed by Self-Intereſt, Ambition, Revenge, or 
| any 


= 


4 
. 


any other unruly Paſſion, or partial A Ta 


on: For he that once gives himſelf up to 
theſe Guides, can never be ſure how far 
they will hurry him. It is a dangerous 
Thing to give way even to the firſt Sallies 
of our Paſſions towards publick Diſcord in 
a State; for the beginning of ſtrife it, as 
when one letteth out water, as: the wiſe 
obſerves; who thereupon adviſes us, that we 
ſhould leave off. contention, before it be med. 


To conclude. Let our Reflection upon thoſe 
Evils which attended the fatal Tragedy of 
this Day, teach us truly to value our pre- 
ſent Happineſs in the Enjoyment of ſuch a 
Juſt ay 
ment, as all our Neighbours envy, but few 
of them underſtand. A Conſtitution, which 
our Forefathers, by the fad Experience of 
being deprived of it for many Years, were 
taught to value far above all thoſe various 
Forms, which they were forced to ſubmit 
to in their Turns, after they had loſt this. 
Let us learn ſo much Wiſdom at their Ex- 
pence, as not to meddle with thoſe who are 
given to change. Let us neither meditate 
any New Models of Government, nor give 
any Encouragement to ſuch as endeavour to 
overturn” our preſent Happy _ Eſtabliſhment. 
But let our Duty and Loyalty to our Gra- 
cious Sovereign, who now happily reigns over 
us, 


before the Haſe M Lok BE 19 


Equitable Conſhtution of Govern- 


— 4 "IS — 


= - a _ m 
- —— > 8 9 iz 
— — * T * 9 — 
—_— — a 
I — — 


3 


Ws Wc 


— 


A 2 Sermon, Jan. 3 . 1726. 


us, Exert it {elf in a chearful Obecience to 
his Authority; that neither our ſinful Paſ- 
ſions, nor private Intereſts, may diſappoint 
his Care for the Publick Good ; but that we 
may all unite in defending both His and the 
Kingdom's juſt Rights, againſt all ſuch as may 

1 


ſeek to invade them. And, in ſhort, let 


that pretend to be true Lovers of their Coun- 

, behave themſelves according to St. Pe- 

ter's Direction, as free, but not uſing their li- 

berty for a cloke 0 4 maliciouſneſs, but as the 

ſervants of God. Let them bonour all Men ; 

_ the Brotherhood; fear G 0 D, bonour the 
IN To | 


